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Eastern education tells man the principles of the universe and
helps him to a sanctified happiness within the caste. We have
refused to tell India about the principles of the universe because
we are too Ignorant. All we are able to teach Is the time It
would take for the Coronation Express to cross the Milky
Way. We cannot tell man how to attain sanctified happiness
because we ourselves are neither sanctified nor happy. Mr.
Gandhi's wisdom has seen through our shams. He knows
that in the Indian religious philosophy there is more wisdom
than in a millennium of John Locke and David Hume. Man's
felicity springs not from the fatness of his land or the number
of his cattle, but from the quality of his peace with life and
her principles. Accordingly, Mr. Gandhi laughs at Western
education. He laughs at it because he has partaken of it and
knows how weak and blubbering it Is. He has perceived
that If India is to be happy in her heritage of wisdom she must
throw off this shallow and selWeceived sophistry. That has
been his lifework. It has made him great and glorious. But
a simpler soul never breathed. All he has done is to be
himself, a Hindu. There is no mystery about him. All the
sweat and worry of the West to understand him has been
caused by the strange idea that a scientific outlook compared
with a religious outlook is not like a dungcart beside a royal
chariot.
Mr. Gandhfs method is non/co/operation. He desires his
followers to refuse to co/operate in the functions either of the
governing or the governed. Law, to him, is non-existent as
far as it does not concern the welfare of Hinduism. He would
buy not from, neither would he use the products of the West.
He desires India to cast off the West as a snake casts off its
skin, quietly and without violence. Violence is not Hinduism;
it is something which is extraneous to it.
Can we not see in this quiet, strong indifference to the
West the clearest statement of the Hindu outlook 2 Selfish
participation in life makes a man unfit for release from life.
Saintly knowledge and a saintly calm; these are the requirements